Alexander the Great
I.   Alexander’s Background

Alexander the Great was born in 356 in Pella and died on June 13, 323 BC probably because of malaria, in Babylon.  He was the son of Philip II, a Macedonian King, and Olympias.  He was the successor of his father when Philip was murdered.  As a boy Alexander was taught by Aristotle, a great philosopher at that time.  He got Alexander interested in Science, Medicine, and Philosophy.  Aristotle taught Alexander how to write and talk in a persuasive manner and also taught him how to read.  At all times he carried around Homer’s Iliad and even slept with it under his pillow.  

When Alexander was a teenager he was in his father’s army.  Even though he was so young he commanded the left wing of the army.  In 338 BC, when he was commanding, he led his part of the army, and defeated the Greeks at Chaeronea.   Alexander then led to become a great military genius.

[image: image1.png]
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II.  Alexander’s Ambitions, Successes, Failures, Achievements

Alexander’s first dream was to carry out his father’s wish of making peace in Greece.  Alexander did that then his dreams changed.  He know wanted to change the lives and cultures of the people’s he conquered by spreading the Greek culture.  He admired the Greek culture and wanted it spread far and wide.  He had also heard of the wars between Greece and Persia.  He also knew that Persia had run Macedonia, so know he wanted to rule Persia.

Macedonia was surrounded with people who might rebel, so Alexander had everyone executed.  After Alexander went to Thessaly, an independent area was brought under Macedonian rule.  In 335, in a campaign planned by his father, he defeated the Thracians.  Then in one week a threatening city, Illyrians, he crushed them.  Next he hurried on to Thebes which had rebelled.  After negotiations failed, he ordered the city to be burned.  He spared only the temples of the gods, and the house of Pindar, a poet that Alexander admired.  Around 6,000 people died and about 8,000 people survived, and they were sold as slaves.  Any other cities that were thinking of rebelling wouldn’t anymore.

Next Alexander went to war with Persia.  In the spring of 334 BC Alexander sent out with 35,000 Macedonian and Greek, soldiers.  Near the city of Troy Alexander met the first Persian army.  It had 40,000 men and according to the stories, Alexander only lost 110 men before defeating them.  

Going south, Alexander met an army three times its size, in Issus, in north-eastern Syria.  It was the main Persian army and was run by King Darius III.  The Battle of Issus, took place in 333 BC, was a great victory for Alexander.  Unfortunately in the end Darius fled north, leaving his wife and kids, which Alexander treated with respect.

 
In Persia he went to Tyre, a forfeited sea port, which he captured in 332, then took over Gaza.  When he went to Egypt they didn’t even try to resist.  Now he had total sea control of the eastern Mediterranean.  He took over Memphis, then, later in 332, he founded a city at the mouth of the Nile, and called it Alexandria.  

Going north once more, Alexander changed his army at Tyre, then went to Babylon.  He now had an army of 40,000 foot soldiers, and 7,000 men on horses.  He went to the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, crossed them, and then at Guagamela, he met Darius again, with another army.   He was victorious at the Battle of Guagamela, on October 1st, 331 BC.  Yet again Darius escaped, to be murdered by his own men.  Babylon surrendered after that.  Susa’s, was soon conquered.  Alexander then conquered Persepolis treasures were taken out of the city by 20,000 mules and 5,000 camels, as the stories go.  He declared himself ruler of Persia, then burned the city down, which he later regretted.   

In 3, spring 330 BC to the spring of 327 BC, years Alexander extended his empire to the southern shores of the Caspian Sea, including modern Afghanistan, Baluchistan, northward into Bactria, and Central Asia. 

Alexander’s greatest achievement was conquering Darius.  He was very powerful, and only a very strong army could defeat him.  He was a very good military ruler and commanded his army so he could conquer even if he didn’t have as many people.

Eventually Alexander failed.  He tried to conquer the Hindu Kush Mountains.  The army was very uncomfortable because it was constantly raining.  It was monsoon season, which has constant rain.  The rain soaked the food, supplies and rusted the weapons.  The leather saddles mildewed.  Everyone had been away from home for a long time, everything was ruined, so admitting to defeat, Alexander headed home.    
III. Alexander’s Character


Alexander was a very powerful person.  He had a temper that sometimes got the better of him, but he showed respect.  When his enemy died he wasn’t happy, he was mad.  He had a lot of respect for Darius.  He tracked down the betrayers and killed them even though he didn’t have to.  He was a good leader because everyone listened to him.  Also no one felt like they had to betray him.  Only a person that can make people believe in him could ever run an army that was the size his was.  Alexander had what he wanted to do and spent his life trying to fulfil his dream.  

Alexander wanted peace between the countries, and he wanted to unite people.  Alexander wanted everyone to truly get along, not just pretend to.  He was a military officer, so he did go to war, but he didn’t kill everyone in the towns he came to.  He even gave places in the army for people outside his homeland.

IV.  Personal Opinion of Alexander


I think that Alexander had good intentions because he wanted to unite all peoples in his empire.  He wanted to unite Macedonia and Persia and he knew that the only way would be to have one ruler for both of them.  He was the first person who wanted to take over, but have everyone get along because that was his dream.  



